County Councillors’ report for Little Rissington Parish Council October 2025

I post helpful information, including road closures for infrastructure repair etc., on Nextdoor and local Facebook groups.  Please could you mention this in your Parish News and Village Website.  Underlined text is linked.

Cllr Daryl Corps, Moreton Stow and the Rissingtons County Councillor.
daryl.corps@gloucestershire.gov.uk
07487579845

Local Government Reorganisation (LGR)

Current Position
Government requires Gloucestershire councils to submit final proposals by 28 November 2025.
Three main models remain under discussion:

Single Unitary for the whole county.
East/West split (two unitary councils).
Greater Gloucester
A recent viability review judged the Greater Gloucester model “compelling,” but central government may prefer simpler county-wide or split models.
In a meeting I attended last week, we were also informed that if Gloucestershire is split into two, our Fire and Rescue service will have to be separated from GCC to form a separate entity, which would add financial burden to Taxpayers.
The next full Council meeting will take place on 12th November where members will be debating this and a vote will take place to decide which option is put forward. My stance has always been to support the more financially prudent single Unitary, and I haven’t heard or seen anything to change that.
Timetable
· Nov 2025 — Final proposals submitted.
· Spring 2026 — Government decision & consultation.
· Summer/Autumn 2026 — Shadow authorities formed if approved.
· April 2027 — Shadow unitary authorities operational.
· April 2028 — Full vesting day; current county/district structures abolished.

Adult Social Care Improvement
The council approved a £4 million investment plan to improve adult social care, responding to Care Quality Commission concerns.
An “improvement partner” will be contracted for 18 months to support service redesign and governance.
Priority areas: reducing waiting times, strengthening care at home, and expanding support for older residents.

Grassroots Neighbourhood Fund
Gloucestershire County Council has launched a new Grassroots Neighbourhood Fund, using money allocated by the previous Conservative administration to support local communities.
The scheme provides each county councillor with up to £20,000 over two years (2025–27) to fund local wellbeing projects that improve health, reduce isolation, and strengthen community connections. Grants will range from £250 to £5,000, allowing support for a wide variety of grassroots initiatives.

This councillor-led fund ensures decisions are made locally and in line with community priorities. I’ll be encouraging applications from local groups and organisations in our area that promote wellbeing and help residents stay active, connected, and supported.
The Grassroots Neighbourhood Fund is a welcome investment in local wellbeing, empowering councillors to back the people and projects that make a real difference in our villages. Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any ideas for Little Rissington.

Highways
Our local Highways manager has been off for a long period, unbeknown to me at the time, so many matters have not progressed as I’d have hoped. 
I have escalated this lack of support from our ‘designated Highways manager’ to more senior Highways managers and met with the Head of Highways at GCC and we now have another Highways Manager helping in the area, temporarily.

The Thames Water road closure on the Rissington Road in Bourton on the water that is due to take place 17th Nov-20th December is still planned to go ahead despite telling Highways that this is a terrible time of the year to do the works.  Our request to move it to January has sadly not been possible.  However, they are hoping that the work can be completed much quicker with weekend working, and once one part has been completed, temporary lights can be put in place to open the road. It seems if I hadn’t asked, even this wouldn’t have been thought about.

Rissington Road slippage.

Patching work is taking place today to stop water ingress into the cracks on the edge of the highway, however there are some sections where Highways have inclinometers installed in the cracks to measure any movement, so they have patch around this kit.
 
With regard to a full scheme to remedy the issue, Highways capital drainage team at Shire Hall are finalising a scheme to address the drainage issue on Rissington Road, as that is the catalyst of the slippage in the land.  This will be delivered this financial year, once installed Highways will continue to use the inclinometers to monitor whether we continue to have movement.


Counter-Fraud Investigation
Recent media reports have revealed that a Cotswold District Councillor referenced in an internal counter-fraud investigation concerning council contracts, though their identity has not been disclosed. While no findings of wrongdoing have been published, the situation raises understandable questions about transparency and governance at CDC.
It is concerning that the Council Leader is still refusing to name the councillor involved. The reason I mention this CDC matter is that as a GCC Councillor I will be asking the GCC leader the following:  If the CDC Councillor is found to also be a GCC Councillor with a cabinet post will they be dismissed immediately? We need transparency at all levels of local Government.


Fire and Rescue Scrutiny Committee

At the Fire and Rescue Scrutiny committee we spoke about the increased risk of wild fires in our area in the hot summer months.  There is a map of potential hotspots/trigger weather indices that the Fire service have and is updated on a regular basis.  I requested that this is shared with all local Parish and Town Councils and that they improve their comms around prevention leading into the summer months next year.


