

LITTLE RISSINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Contact:  Clerk@littlerissington.net 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 13th May 2025 at 6.30 p.m. 
in Little Rissington Village Hall.

Members of the Council present were:
Cllr Cole (Chairman), Cllr Elkington (Vice Chairman), Cllr Whittington, Cllr Wilks, Cllr MacKenzie-Charrington, Parish Clerk: Maxi Freeman.  

The Ward Councillor, Craig Thurling, was in attendance.

1. Election of Chair: Cllr Cole was proposed by  Cllr MacKenzie-Charrington and seconded by Cllr Wilks.  Cllr Cole accepted the position and signed the Declaration of Acceptance form. 
2. Election of Vice Chair:  Cllr Elkington was proposed by Cllr MacKenzie-Charrington and seconded by Cllr Wilks.
3. Welcome.  The Chairman welcomed members of the public and Councillors to the meeting. 
4. Minutes.  Councillors approved the minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 2nd February 2026 and the Chairman agreed to sign them. Action:  Clerk to post to website and noticeboard. 
5. Declaration of interests. None. 
6. Representations from the Public. None. 
7. County Councillors report.  None available.
8. District Councillor’s report.  Cllr Thurling reported that GCC had responded to his request for drains to be cleared with the comment that the issue did not meet their criteria for action. 
GCC Highway had agreed to let him know when the road through the village would be closed for pothole repairs so that the trial with Pulhams coaches avoiding Little Rissington could happen concurrently. GCC did not notify him. Cllr Thurling hopes to confirm that Pulhams will trial the new route soon regardless of the pothole repairs.  The results will help Pulhams to decide whether it is feasible for Pulhams coaches to adopt the new route permanently. GCC is due to resurface before the end of the new financial year.
GCC had also said that they would forward the results of the slippage tests carried out in Q1 to LRPC and Cllr Thurling but none had been received. Cllr Thurling (CDC) and Cllr Corps (GCC)  were working together to improve the state of the local roads.  Cllr Thurling noted that the new Cabinet Member for Highways was Mark Harris.  
9. Sweetings Corner protection. Cllr Whittington reported that cars and vans were being parked on Sweetings Corner and that the verges were being damaged.  Councillors agreed on the following action:  Cllr Craig Thurling to request GCC to install a further 12 posts around the plot, preferably wooden or fake wood.  Councillors agreed to provide a donation of 25 – 50% towards wooden posts similar to those already in place.  Councillors also noted that the beech tree on the plot needed improved irrigation.  Cllr Elkington agreed to install the watering ring previously purchased.  Councillors considered whether to offer Air BnB hosts use of the Village Hall car park, for a fee and will trial this for 1 year with Corner House paying the Village Hall £500 for use of a car parking space behind.
10. Governance.  Councillors reviewed the following documents and approved them
(a) Standing Orders
(b) Financial Regulations
(c) Code of Conduct
(d) Dispensation for councillor trustees to speak and vote at PC meetings.
Action:  Clerk to update website.
11. GDPR.  Councillors to report on online GDPR training.   Cllr Wilks had completed his.  The remining councillors agreed to carry out the training before the next meeting (10th August). 
12. Internal audit.  Cllr Cole proposed and Cllr MacKenzie-Charrington seconded that the PC contract GALC to provide the internal auditor this year.  Councillors agreed.  Action:  Clerk to complete forms and request GALC to carry out the internal audit.
13. AGAR 2025/26. Councillors to review and approve the following:
(a) Accounting statements
(b) Certificate of Exemption
(c) Exercise of public rights –4 June – 18 July 26. 
14. Planning applications
(a). [bookmark: _Hlk198639923]New planning applications: None,
(b). Comment posted between meetings: 26/00637/FUL Front Porch at Touchstones.  Permission refused as design was contrary to the Cotswold Design Code. 
15. Village Hall finance.  Councillors reviewed the PCs grants to the Village Hall during 2025/26 – a total of £3666.38.  Councillors decided that the work would be divided into smaller projects and that a project manager was needed.  Councillors agreed that structural projects such as damp proofing should be in the first wave.  Action:  Cllr MacKenzie-Charrington to report back on search for a project manager and on the priority projects list.  Funding would include funds held by the Village Hall Management Committee and the PC as well as fundraising locally specifically  for the project plus grant applications including lottery funding and CDC match funding.  Councillors agreed a further budget of £2000 for this planning stage. Action: Clerk to research grant sources.
16. Internal controls.  Cllr Wilks had started the review and agreed to complete it by the end of June.  Action: Cllr Wilks to carry out internal controls review.
17. Finance
(a). [bookmark: _Hlk198648786]Receive bank balances. Cllrs noted the current balances: £16, 798.17 in the Treasurers account and £22,835.12 in the instant Access account.  
(b). Reconciliation.  Councillors approved the reconciliation and the Chairman signed it. 
(c). Payments.  Councillors agreed to make the following payments.  Action:  Clerk to set up payments for authorisation.
	PAYEE
	DETAILS
	AMOUNT

	GALC  
	Annual Subscription
	111.86

	M Freeman
	Clerk’s salary April May
	520.00

	HMRC
	Employer’s tax
	117.00




(d). Councillors noted the following receipts since the last meeting: CDC Precept part 1 £8600 and allotment rents of £693.  Cllr Whittington handed the Clerk £60 cash for 2 allotment rentals.  Action:  Clerk to bank cash. 
(e). Councillors approved the following direct debits
	Castle Water
	Variable – currently £16.65  p mth

	Village Hall rental £24 p meeting
	£144 p.a.

	PATA Payroll services
	£13.45 per month (Invoices are bi-monthly) 

	Grant to the Village Hall for Gigaclear
	£36 p month





:
(f). Councillors approved the following payment between meetings: 
[image: ]
18. Agree dates for Full Parish Council meetings in 2026/27.  Councillors approved the following dates:  10th August 2026, 9th November 2026, 8th February 2027. 10th May 2027
Cllr Whittington gave apologies in advance that she would not be able to attend the meeting on November 9th 2026. 
19. Chairman’s matters 
*	ETRO in Bourton.  Cllr MacKenzie-Charrington noted that Great Rissington had indicated that it would not contribute to the proposed ETRO which could help protect Little Rissington as well as Bourton. 
* 	Forthcoming closure of Station Road in Bourton for 2 weeks. Cllr Thurling suggested that, while Station road in Bourton was closed for works,  GCC should install advisory signs such as ‘No through road to Bourton’ and ‘Not suitable for large vehicles’ or ‘Village Only’ at the top and bottom of the village. 
* 	Phone box renovation.  Cllr MacKenzie-Charrington agreed to find someone to remove the glass from the phone box when it was being renovated. 
* 	Councillors noted that GCC had received quotes of over £4000 to repair the stone wall at Wisteria Cottage.  The PC has received a quote of maximum £1000, depending on the wall’s stability.
* 	Village hall fence replacement. Cllr MacKenzie-Charrington was chasing the provider.
*	Cllr Cole thanked the Clerk, Maxi Freeman for her service during the last 2 years and wished her well in her retirement, noting that a new Clerk will need to be appointed


Chairman’s Signature…………………………......................................		Date: 10th August 2026
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PAYEE  DETAILS  AMOUNT  

Paul Jones  Strimming inv  82  130.00  

Paul Jones  Strimming Inv 76  178.75  

PATA UK  Payroll services   April and May  26.90  

ICO  Annual Membership  47.00  

Gigaclear  VH wifi  36.00  

Lloyds  Monthly bank charges   -   April  4.25  

Castle Water  Monthly charge for allotment water  16.46  

 


